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CONFIDENTIAL BUCHAREST 1750 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, RO 

SUBJECT: PITESTI OIL REFINERY BLAST CAUSES SERIOUS DAMAGE 
REF: BUCHAREST 1739 

1. AMERICAN FIRM ENGINEERS WORKING AT SITE OF EXPLOSION AND FIRE 
IN PITESTI REFINERY/PETROCHEMICAL COMPLEX TOLD EMBOFF THAT ACCIDENT 
TOOK PLACE IN OLEFIN PYROLYSIS UNIT OF PETROCHEMICAL SECTION WHICH 
WAS CONSTRUCTED IN 1969 UNDER TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CONTRACT WITH 
WEST GERMAN FIRM LURGI. ACCORDING TO SOURCE, ROMANIAN TECHNICIANS 
HAD NOTICED CONSIDERABLE VIBRATION IN KNOCK-OUT DRUM AND HAD 
REPORTED THIS TO WEST GERMAN ENGINEERS; IT WAS THIS COMPONENT WHICH 
EVENTUALLY FAILED CAUSING EXPLOSION. UNIT IS CONSIDERED PRACTICALLY 
TOTAL LOSS AND AS RESULT AN ESTIMATED 50 PERCENT TO 75 PERCENT OF 
THE INDUSTRY'S FEEDER STOCK OF ETHYLENES HAS BEEN CUT OFF. THE 
UNIT NORMALLY FEEDS ABOUT 5 OR 6 OTHER UNITS IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE 
COUNTRY. WITHOUT INFORMATION ON AMOUNT OF STOCKS ON HAND OR ABILITY 
OF ROMANIANS TO PURCHASE ON WORLD MARKET IT IS DIFFICULT TO 
ESTIMATE LONG RANGE EFFECT ON PRODUCTION. US ENGINEERS ESTIMATE 
THAT UNIT COULD POSSIBLY BE PLACED BACK ON STREAM IN SIX MONTHS 
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EQUIPMENT AND CONTROLS. 

2. U.S. SOURCE AGAIN CONFIRMED NO REPEAT NO INJURIES OR LOSS OF 
LIFE AMONG AMERICAN PERSONNEL. 

3. DEFENSE ATTACHE OBSERVED PLANT ON APRIL 24 AND SAW NO 
APPARENT MAJOR EFFORTS AT IMMEDIATE DAMAGE CONTROL OR REPAIR; 

REFINERY PORTION OF PLANT APPEARED TO BE IN FULL OPERATION. 

BARNES 
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